Ed & Rob’s Upper Midwest tour
24-30 June 2021




And so another trip begins! A pretty tight
schedule, but hey, we’re professionals.
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Rob’s flights

looked like this:

Austin to

Orlando, then

Orlando to

Detroit. Some

delays, but got

to Detroit

around 7p, X
several hours - T .
p" International Airport

after Ed- FLOR ID
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Ed was in Santa
Fe, so he went
by train to
Albuquerque
6/23, spent the
night, then
caught his
flight to
Atlanta, and
ultimately
Detroit
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Traveling wearing masks was less than fun, but if
it means going or not going, no brainer....
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Ed picked up Rob at the @ 06 B9 @ \ o,
airportabout 7:30p, then &
headed to night #1 in FRANKLIN PARK
downtown Detroit
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Transportation for
this excursion.




MotorCity Hote/Casino was a great place to start this trip










The first (and second) beers o’, he evening was

*?rted American IPA. Fun times. One of ﬂlosﬂun_'__
pictures like on the Stockhol > Turku '1 01:

young and strong at 65.
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I guess the
good thing
about this
carpet is
that it
doesn’t
show spills
and stains...
or maybe it
does!

Grabbed a
burger in
hotel and
back to the
bar for
second

o J-T-1 8
Crashed out
around
midnight.




Day #2, 25 July 2021
Nice view of downtown Detroit from our
room
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We were heading to the Ford Rogue factory in Dearborn.
Had to stop for breakfast first. The Starbucks was closed,

so we grabbed juice & coffee at the food center next door e
about 9am.
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v We dro ﬁato the -
“ifaic tory but couldn’t >
“find.the entrance. = .-

< Had to go to Visitor =~ — —

X _Ctr then catch the - e

) _bus for the plant .
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They really designed the
plant to be very eco-
friendly.







; - A couple of 1956’ers in
front of a 1956 T-bird.
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We spent about 2.5 hours walking through the plant
watching them make F150’s on the assembly line.
Was amazing. Photo taking was verboten, found this
one online. About 12:30 we went to a BBQ place for
some lunch before going to Henry Ford Museum.
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Some ok BBQ, but

close to
BBAQ.
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At the Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation



The modern new four-door conve ible seemed well—su-ited to a youns,
forward—thmking president. But tragedy struck when president Kennedy
was assassinated in November 1963, while riding in this car through
the streets of Dallas. Texas
As the world mourned, the Secret Service quickly took steps t© have
this vehicle rebuilt sO it would petter protect future pres'\dents.
Later modiﬁcatlons during johnson S and Nixon's pres'\denc'\es only
served tO jllustraté the continual tension petween the presidents’ desire
to be se€n and Secret Service efforts tO protect them
USED BY' s!Ec\AlFEANnES-. e
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~ - The Rosa
- Parks bus
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By mid afternoon we were on our way on the 3-hour
westward drive to St. Joseph where a number of
microbrews awaited us.
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Our lodging for the night "
would be the
Econolodge in St.
Joseph. Not elegant,
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For starters, North
Pier Brewing
Company in the next
little burb to the
north, Harbor Shores







vodka, Mangp, Almond, Lemen-Lime s
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Easy on the first one. A Zuper Kolsch (5% abv) at 7:40pm
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Silver Harbor Brewing was the next stop
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This next
place was
interesting
too. Bar
upstairs,
spacious
outdoor area.
Had a couple
of beers here.
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Lavatory could
use some work




Seemingly a quiet Friday night here in Benton
Harbor. Guess this place has the potential to be
hoppin if there’s a live band, but for now it was

quiet and relaxing
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Once again, our uncanny ability to find
interesting (?) people kicked in. The
man who took this picture was there

with his stepson. Still not sure we really
understood their story.



Our nightcap for the evening about 10:45pm was a shot of Crown
Royal. Oughta help us sleep well at the Econolodge. Oddly enough this
place was hoppin.
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Our visﬁ t t Joseph, Harbor Shores, and Benton Harbor can be
summarized thusly



Day #3, 26 June 2021. Got up and rolling a little after 8am on
this chilly, dreary day. Had motel breakfast, then set out to
Marshfield, Wisconsin to see Joan’s brother & sister-in-law,

Bruce & Sharon
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__  Today’s trek
.
e would take us
A7 around the
e bottom of
Michigan
through
Chicago.
Avoiding toll
roads proved
x A difficult to
ek el get up toward
oo Rockford, IL.
We made a
couple of
_ - detours... and
oosniceaene pOUring rain
didn’t help.
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Got to Bruce & Sharon’s in Marshfield at 4pm. Had
a nice visit and restful time before going to eat.
Thanks Bruce & Sharon for your hospitality!
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This was a cool place
to go for all things
Wisconsin.




Fried cheese
curds and

- sweets (or
# sour)




Day #4, 27“June 2021 Got a 6:30a jump on the day.
Next stop, a quick photo op in downtown Wausau, WI
where Rob & Joan got married. Some convenience N gT e
57 Joun rnity Lutheran

store breakfast items. ) - w0 church-LcMs
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Driving along the Eau Claire River
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Now out to see where Joan and siblings Bruce and Paula started life

D
Family house and dairy barn




Then a quarter-mile up the road where the family lived after they
got out of farming




About 5 minutes away is this nice park on the
Eau Claire River. We were the only visitors
here at 8:10a... go figure.
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Our next stop was for lunch with Rob’s nieces
SuAnne and Kristin at Lambeau Field in Green Bay,
WI, 86 mile trip.




Indeed football central
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LAMBEAU FIELD DEDICATION

Field opened September 29 1857
Packers topple the

originally
renamed in 1965 after the death of the
Packers founder EL. “Curly” Lambeau.

This Moment in Time brought to you by
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Then the tour of what parts of the stadium you could get to




As many sports stadiums have their traditions, one began
here at Lambeau on 26 December 1993 called the “Lambeau
Leap.” Leroy Butler recovered a fumble and took it to the
end zone. He continued his run then leaped up the high wall
amongst the fans. Others have done the leap since that day.
If you wish to read all about it, find it here: A brief history of
the Lambeau Leap - ABC News (go.com) This statue display

is where fans can do their own leap as demonstrated by Gus
and Adah



https://abcnews.go.com/Sports/history-lambeau-leap/story?id=28090152
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Thanks SuAnne, Bryan, Kristin, Gus,
and Adah for your hospitality!



Rob & Joan had gone
with Bruce & Sharon to a
. _fish boil in Door County,
Wisconsin back in 2019.
—  It’s one of those
Wisconsin- things you do
~when in Door County.
Lots of history involved,
and some good Lake
___Michigan whitefish too. ; 2

Headmg to White Gull Inn . WhiteGullinn®
by 4:30p for the 5p fish - . : /)
boil. of
] : £ 4
N
q.

Lambeau Fleldo






This is about 50 yards from the White Gull Inn. Beautiful, serene



Guests arrive 30 minutes before food serving
begins.... you can purchase beer/wine and watch the
fish boiling presentation shortly before serving.
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We enjoyed a Pallet Jack IPA brewed by Door County Brewing




. First they
W boil the
L “us taters, then
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We didn’t get a good pic of
the big fire so borrowed this
from White Gull website

The “story telling” guy does his spiel then hits the fire with kerosine.
The fire reaches heavenward and the “pond scum” on top boils over.
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Washington (&)

g‘u hr 22 min

White Gull/inn O/

&= 1 hr 24 min

&= 1 hr 23 min

In our trip planning discussions, we challenge one another to the
extreme sometimes... like farthest point we can possibly go up Door
County. Hence our plan to spend the night on Washington Island
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We planned on catching the last ferry of the night to Washington
Island at 8:15p, but we ate quickly enough to catch the 6:45p



FagTH ANNUAL &5
g atesman | CARTCR

About a 45-

minute ferry

ride to the
Island
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Restaurant and Studio
Temporarily closed

Richter Community
\Forest Preserve

Sand
Dunes Park

Detroit Island

(Door
Marnitime! :

F ¥ 5ilot sland Lighthouse

Washington Island Ferry route



“approach” to Washington Island about 7:15p
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THIS MAP PREPARED BY AND FOR THE

2206 West Harbor Road + Washington Island, WI 54246 920-847-2179
washingtonisland-wi.com

thwnﬁq&hﬂ(lwwdhduhlﬁs
anchored in what is now known as Washington Harbor,

h&n“pﬂklﬁddhﬁ«h
name it is known by today.
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o 2 m W

P E

Washington
Island
measures
in at 23.51
square
miles

West Harbor ‘

4 Ovemight Dock @ Public Telephone
Facilties = = Bike Route

""""" Foot Trails @ Information

*** Gravel Roads Kiosk

Camping @ Dublic Boat Ramp
@ Park/Picnic Area 'S Birding Habitat
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ashington {
i Stavkirke
&= 4 min Town Liner Motel O
o :
{
|
3 miles D)
lath Cott 4

= 4 min

Chamber of Commerce

Only 1.4 miles from getting off the ferry to the Townliner Motel where
we were spending the night. Checked in at 7:30. Had to get to nearby
bar for a beer or so. Can’t stay out too late as we had to catch the
early ferry back to stay on Monday schedule.
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NORTH|STAR
RealLTy

£ 920-847-2221

rthstar realty.com

Sent thls picture to the wives to check out their mterest ina potentla*l’?’
busmess venture. They were nelther mterested or amu3ed 24



Town Liner Motel O

Town Line Rd

Maybe it’s just a 6
minute walk, but we
drove over for
another life event
deeply rooted in
history at Nelsen’s
Hall and Bitters Pub

rown Line ) @O QRO OO 0O

......

Nelsen's Hall Bitters Puhg

T oW Line Rd

9

05000000000000000008 NP

000007,



~ founder Tom Nelsen
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The story says Danish immigrant Tom Nelsen
opened this bar in 1899. He served bitters for
medicinal purposes... said it cured stomach
ailments. That was his argument to continue
serving this even during prohibition. He applied for
and got a pharmacist license to take care of the
islanders. Their “deal” now is for tourists to come
here for a shot of bitters and become a club
member for which you get a card and sign the
official membership book. The website says,

“Nelsen’s Hall is the largest purveyor of Angostuy

Bitters in the world, according to the Guinness
Book of Records.” /
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(Click on picture for our official toast which you can’t hear very well) Another tradition
here is to put a thumb tack in a dollar bill and try to make it stick to the ceiling, which
of course we tried too.



Click on
PLAY
arrow







Thzs ceruﬁes that
“has taken “the Cure” by consuming the prescribed measure
 of bitters and as such is a fully initiated member of the
BITT ER’S CLUB. You are now considered a full-fledged Islander and
entitled to mingle, dance, etc. with all the other Islanders.

BITTER s PUB & RESTAURANT * BITTER END MOTEL °
Wavhmgmn Island, WI 54246

Phone (920) 847-2496 D A oA
J Toll Free 1-877- NELSENS 1.‘ q_,\ oprietors:

Robin & Doug - -

Though he dated
the card 6/28
when it was

actually 6/27, it’s

still official in the
book.









The bitters was 90 proof
and small, so we
celebrated the remainder
of the evening with Door
County Brewing’s Pallet
Jack and Punk Ass Cat
IPAs




Day #5 Monday, 28 June 2021. Was a beautiful morning on
Washington Island. Planned to be in Escanaba, Ml around noon
Eastern time, didn’t want to miss the first ferry out at 6:45a






T




So not to miss the 6: 45a ferry rlde, we got to the dock at
5: 50a. We were 2 in line. Was a beautiful morning to walk
7 around seemg the |sland slowly come to life. ‘ '



= . Whileits
g \.p““\_" only 30
H/ Escanaba A miles or so

QW

- .

from
Washington
Island to
Escanaba,
MI by water,
there is no
ferry
service, and
our car was
not
amphibious.
We opted
for the 204
mile route.




We talked
about going
through UP to
Owen Sound in
SW Ontario,
Canada as we
did in 2008 to
see if the
“beer bitches”
were still at
Jason’s Bar.
The only bar
either of us |
ever visited
that caught
fire while we
were there.
Fire trucks, et
al. Because of
Covid
restrictions
we didn’t go
into Canada
this trip.




So why Escanaba you ask? Rob’s co-worker/friend Kris is from
Escanaba and was going to be at her home place (marked with X)
when we drove through enroute to Mackinac. We had a great visit with
Kris, Ragan, and family for a few hours. They rolled out the Escanaba
red carpet for us.



headed toward Ludington Park ‘to enjoy the .beautlful day-lﬁ,\g‘s
plcked up sandwmhes and her husband Raganv ha a "hol'e‘ -




masters the
art of the
pour.




Kris poses with the world travelers



Thanks
Kris,
Ragan,
Hunter, and
Braeden for
your
hospitality!




OEscanaba | CC&\;‘\,..\' ' ReaverTeh «

o T

‘ ‘Petoskey(“-:)

We left Escanaba about 2:30p to get to Petoskey, Michigan for the night. Why Petoskey
you ask? Ed’s former student Kristen (flute) and her husband Josh (violin/viola) are both
professionals in the Chattanooga Symphony Orchestra/Opera. They were in Petoskey for
a good part of the summer as instructors and performers at the Bay View Association
Music Festival. People come from near and far to study music and enjoy concerts by the
instructors. A really unique fine arts community.



Got checked in at the Apple Tree Inn in Petoskey 6p-
ish. Heading over to Petoskey Brewing for dinner
and drinks with Kristen and Josh.




Nice view from our balcony




Regarding Petoskey Brewing Co...A brewery rich in
Northern Michigan history
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Josh and Knst'n

the groundSeof B

\llew. They CEVCRTE

- ‘tour of the- beautlf J

éarm:ms. In addlt‘ on’

bemg dlstihgulshed

g £ musmja.ns, Josh-is an

~ avid hunter’ anJ meat
' cuttér. ‘Quite the '

R‘enalssance Man. ’,

ye




Kristen’s studio
at Bay View.
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Rob got to take
the organ in the

chapel/auditorium
for a spin
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..... Evelyn Hall on Bay View campus

Thank you Kristen & Josh for your hospitality! We said our goodbyes
and headed back to the motel. Stopped at a convenience store for
some beer then sat on our patio to imbibe and review a great day.



. By
587 North State Street () B

i

H—

Apple Tree InnO

Day #6, 29 June 2021. Our goal was Mackinac Island. There are no motorized vehicles on
the island. You have to get there by ferry in St. Ignace, Michigan. We would be meeting
Kris and family again in as well as another co-worker/friend, Susan and her family.



We got to the Star Line boat heading to Mackinac Island at 11a and
boarded for the ride over.



About a half-hour ride from the dock in St. Ilgnace
to Mackinac Island




The Mackinac
| Bridge, aka “Big
Y Mac” or “Mighty
‘ Mac” was completed
in 1957.
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Mackinac Island has been a tourist R
~_attraction since the 19t Century. |
Mackinac is from Ojibwe and basically
means, “big turtle.” There are no
motorized vehicles on the 4.35 sq mile
island, just bicycles and horse-drawn
wagons... and many tourists. Expensive
lodging if you choose that route.




WELCOME

MACKINAC ISLAND
STATE PA R K

FORT
RT MACKINAC







Lunch and beer with Kris & Susan and families at
Great Turtle Brewery & Distillery.






This was
our
beer(s) of
choice
with
lunch

Midwest India Pale Ale- 2

-

-



Kris and Susan







‘here is a loop around the whole
artially blocked off. We
about halfway and back. ’

£







We stopped and rested awhile before heading back. Nice place
to relax on the beach.
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ormation of Arch Rock 4,000 years ago

Arch Rock is the most dazzling
ample of Mackinac Island’s

breccia formations. It once stood

as a solid mass 100 feet above lake

level. About 4,000 years ago the fi

lake waters slowly dissolved the / ; f limestone .

softer material that extended into . ) by A 4 v"‘n.!‘ Al

> formation. As

7 its base,

the center of
Softer limestone

the lake erosion cut aw
rocks dissolve

the middle of the stack slowly
;i ' and fall.

1into the water leaving
cia limestone arch,
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Turned in bikes and bid farewell to Kris, Susan, and their families.
Thanks for your hospitality Kris, Ragan, Hunter, Braeden, Susan,
Kurt, Keely, and Keaton! On the road toward Detroit around 4p



\ Dropped car off at Enterprise Car place by the airport 8:30p-ish.
Grand total of 1,647 miles. Got to the Holiday Inn Express and
proceeded to find a place with beer & food. The first place we went
ad beer but no food. Walked a ways to find Big Boy Restaurant &
Bakery for some food before buying some beer at a nearby
conyenience store for the evening. Ed had an early flight out on the
30, \Rob’s flight was a little later that morning. Thus concludes our
2021 mancation.




Other trips these guys have made

Euro 07 inciuding Dublin
and Prague and others

Don't forget the city dump (above)
. and numerous guy trips to Meding,




Euro 2010 (Little Circle)

Bratislava, Slovakia, Croatia, etc

Northeast 2009 Mid-Atlantic 2011



DUCK COMMANDER
BUCK COMMANDEF:

Oklahoma “trunk trip” Nov 2013




50th state beer - Alaska 2014

Euro 2015 - Ed’s dad’s WW2 route




Costa Rica 2017

Euro 2016
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=gt 5 5 And of course, 2002 and
Phil d_elphla 2018 2004 the car-lined banks
: of the Little Flora Creek in

Egypt Mills (north of Cape
Girardeau, MO)

And our new Wednesday night
hangout: Copper Top Tavern - Pre-
_covid



North-Central
California 2019
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Once again, thanks to our lovely wives for
blessing our annual mancation adventures
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