
Ed & Rob’s

2015 San Diego beer trip

July 13-16



This was a quick trip and some details may be approximate…. But 

it was fun… one we could repeat.  We landed in SD mid-morning 

on July 13.  The guy at the car rental discouraged us from going 

across the border into Tijuana, Mexico, but of all the countries 

we had traveled and sampled beers, we HAD to get Mexico.  They 

warned us that the wait to get back to the American side could 

be as long as 7 hours. Since it was getting close to lunch time, 

we stopped for a Subway sandwich just south of town on the way 

to the border.



Approaching the border crossing into Mexico, 

11:24a



Not one of Tijuana’s finer neighborhoods

11:35a



Had our beer in the country of 

Mexico at 11:51a. Flies were 

everywhere at this open-air 

place.







This arch symbolizes the 

bond between Mexico and 

the USA. A celebrated 

landmark in Tijuana. Most 

tourist comments on travel 

websites are like, “Tijuana 
was fun 20+ years ago, it’s 
awful now.”  “There is 
nothing exciting or fun about 
going to Tijuana any more. 
there are 3 types of 
business in Tijuana and all 
are legitimate but there are 
dozens and dozens of 
pharmacies and dozens and 
dozens of tourist shops 
selling poncho's and every 
other knick-knack known to 
mankind and dozens and 
dozens of sub-par and not 
very clean food stands and 
restaurants.” We had our 

beer and headed back.



By 12:44p we were in line to come back to the USA. 

Local venders have a captive market.







Food, drink, trinkets and 

souvenirs all available at your car 

window. 





Finally got to this market area.  Rob hopped out and found a 

restroom. By the time he got back, the car had only moved about 

30 feet.  Rob jumped in behind the wheel and crept along while Ed 

found the restroom.





Finally crossed the 

border at or shortly 

after 3p.



After checking in the at the 

Quality Inn on the outskirts of SD, 

the Miramar area, we went to an 

organ concert at the Spreckels

Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park. 





At the console tonight was 

Aaron David Miller. During 

intermission Rob went back 

stage and spoke with him 

briefly



Aaron David Miller 





By 9pm we made our way to one of over 100 brewers in the area, 

one of Ballast Point’s locations… near our motel. This was the 

Miramar location. Had some delicious beer and dinner here.



Enjoyed 

food and 

a couple 

of beers 

before 

crashing 

out for 

the night. 

Been a 

long and 

good day.



Day #2, July 

14. We had 

breakfast at 

Ihop by the 

hotel, then to 

the San Diego 

Air & Space 

Museum.  

Really cool 

place.







After the museum, 

we made our way to 

the downtown 

location (Little 

Italy) of Ballast 

Point for lunch. 

1:30p-ish



This was a noteworthy find too.  The USS Midway











Bridge from SD to Coronado





All kinds of weird stuff going on.  Almost like Austin. This was on 

Coronado Island, with SD in the background.



The famous Hotel del Coronado has been 

housing, feeding, and entertaining for over 

a century.



This is a Chamber-of-Commerce pic. You can easily 

imagine the Clark Gables and other Hollywood elite 

roaming its halls, beaches, and pool areas back in 

the day.



With such a 

nice climate, 

plants thrive 

around here 

and are rich 

in color



A classy 

restored Ford 

Bronco







Not sure what kind of tree this is, but that is the 

deepest red – and still called red - that I 

remember seeing.



Coronado Brewing 

Co was right there… 

and yes, the sun 

was up over the 

yardarm, so it was 

time for a beer.



Our goal was to check out 

several breweries.  The first 

was AleSmith.  Got there 

around 7:45p.  Hadn’t had 

dinner yet so food was on 

the horizon, but not here. 

This place was probably 5 

minutes from the Quality Inn 

where we were staying.



This was a 

neat place, 

with lots of 

people our 

age…. Ha!





What happened while we were there had us 

laughing like we hadn’t laughed in a long time.  

Some guy struck up conversation about… uhhh… 

beer, I think.  He was comparing two beers and 

said their flavor was deminimis. After he left we 

laughed that he made up the word deminimis to 

simply try to impress us.  While we were laughing 

Rob looked found the website below and showed it 

to Ed who then said, “well I’ll be *&#$ed.” Ya

probably had to be there to get the humor. (Even 

spellcheck puts a squiggly red line under it)





Our next stop was Green 

Flash Brewing.  This was a 

nice place too.  Finding 

microbrewers are following 

the pattern of wine tasting 

rooms:  concrete floors, 

barrels sitting around…. 





Got here about 8:30.  Food 

trucks outside were closing up





Studly beer 

aficionados



Left Green Flash shortly after 9p. Still hadn’t had 

dinner, so we drove back to the Ballast Point we 

were at last night for food and night cap beers. As we 

were leaving BP, there were some young guys (even 

younger than us ☺) flying their drones watching the 

camera view from their lap-tops. It was fun watching 

them pursue their hobby.



Day #3, July 15 (happy 69th birthday to Linda Ronstadt) Ate at the 

same Ihop then to Old Town, where we caught the hop-on, hop-off 

bus tour. The driver/tour guide was informative and entertaining. 

Here we are going across the bridge again to Coronado.











Through Balboa 

Park, and the 

Spreckels Organ





After the tour, we walked a short 

distance for lunch at this place.  Mexican 

cuisine, perfect temp, etc. 1:06p





Our next 

excursion was 

another bus trip 

from Old Town to 

La Jolla via Mt. 

Soledad Veterns

Memorial.  

Caught the bus 

around 1:40p-ish



Mt. Soledad Veteran’s Memorial











The bus then dropped us off at La Jolla and gave us 2 

hours to hang out.  2:05p







Someone had to have 

hacked my camera to take 

this pic.











Killin time waiting on trolley 

for return trip. 3:53p.





End of this 

tour, about 5p



Another highlight of this 

trip was our visit to 

Stone Brewing (World 

Gardens and Bistro) Co. 

in Escondido, CA.  Only 

35-40 minute drive, and 

well worth the time. We 

have enjoyed Stone IPA’s 

for several years now.  

This was a pilgrimage of 

sorts.



Hard to tell where outdoor begins and indoor ends



At their 

outdoor 

bar













The grounds 

surrounding the 

place were incredible













The bar where we 

had been







The road back to San Diego. 7:12p.  Got back and found 

a hotel in downtown SD in the Little Italy area. Wanted 

to be close to airport since we had an early flight back 

the next morning.  Walked to a hole-in-the-wall pizzeria 

for dinner, then walked to the downtown Ballast Point to 

close out the evening.  The next morning we dropped the 

car off before daylight and ate some breakfast at the 

airport before flying back. A worthy experience it was.  

Thanks again to wives MK & J for blessing our trips.


