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Ed & Rob’s
Great Lakes Adventure
July 7-13, 2008



Scale 1 : 6 000 000

0 100 200 300 Wiometres

0 50 100 150 200 miles

We followed

the Y €
loop (2
illustrated

here.

Chicago

northward -
clockwise



Heading to a train at
Chicago, O’Hare



Day 1: 7/7/08

Our 6 a.m. flight
from Austin to
Chicago didn’t
allow us time for a
pre-flight beer...
but pre and post

flight coffee. By 9
or SO we were in
“our element” -

§ train riding with a
good book. Here
 from O’Hare
heading downtown.




Iy
i

Industry



Museum of Science & Industry
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This sub u%ed to sit
out on the east side
of the museum. Now
it’s under ground in

front of the museum










Getting
the

‘before
segway
cruise




#1 Our next adventure of
% the day was a “City

4 Segway Tour.” This

@t" " company has several
B branches in other US
cities and Europe. Our
i tour guide gave each
1 person a brief lesson
in negotiating one of
these creatures before
the 3-hour tour begins
(strains of Gilligan’s
Island, “A three hour
tour...”)
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Ed gets his
r-%‘.%'u'u'#lﬂ lesson from
tour guide

- (TG) across
the street
/2| from the
iy  business on
< 400 E.

Chlcago




Wooaaa
there, easy




MAPQUESTrd St z T % | So0 Tt
wr
o e S E North Water &
W Kinzie St g W0TE | ;s
w0 Q“ | E River Dr
idise Mart E.Upper Wack |
fé_ FWackerpr LE Lower Wacker Dr |
é‘é S S —~* -E-Wacker Dy
Nacker Dr W Wacker Dr <& E Wacker P| E Upper South Water St 7 = o 1 ’ b‘
£ Haddock Pl f g = ' "- %
2= o Lake Shore T ¢
E Wlake St | ELake st - 2 East Pusk | B = | \. Y
& E Benton Pl & aon | i~ @ =) \ B
®  Chicago s Center O Q= I ko
@ - Title 2 B z = g o — @Randolph St f
Chicago ¢ o 5 | @ o 5
W Washington St 3 & = | af E - P
oA -] i a (=} ; s
W Calhoun PI & Millennium ;_’ s
1o E Madison St = Fags i -
g z o (,g, The first
'g C: m
s 2 2 leg of our
| 2 l :
| @ =
Q JIQ journey
W Adams St E Adams gt 41
W/ Quincy St &\’T ,3
W Dackson Bivd »  ElacksonDr _E Jackspn Dr
P e e =
2 v = = | | ’
= s & g N '
v gl > \ | " |
sty z z | |
&5 < A
g Grant I
Jngress Pkwy =2 ___E Congress ) Park
ng} e | p— et - — |

© 2009 MapQuest Inc.

Map Data @ 2009 NAVTEQ or TeleAtlas



\\‘:r;-';\\

1 | =11
HIIW Ii'mnll ll

i ! i 10

l

L

Ay
e

e

g

T

‘\\\ \

_ First stop o
Michigan Ave. for i
some historical facts "il‘\




"\ This slide is dedicated to the
llow segway rider on our
trip with NO butt, and a
gorilla back. We were afraid
to follow too closely in case

~ we couldn’t stop and slam

our faces in that mess.
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Fine HMC
specimens
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These two
have traveled
by bus, by
rustic train in
the Czech
Republic, by
cab, by air,
and now -
segways.
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After ditching the segways and rating that
experience a success, we set out on foot in
Millennium Park in search of our first beer of the day







First beer of the da at
this place that had its
own putting greens




And a right tasty beer
it was too
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The next mission was to find our hostel aan
check in. No problem
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Now to fin
some grubjm
& beers.
Went |
somewhere

=
up the N\ | ’,W F‘

il



After some
dinner we
had beers
and listened
to a blues
band play at
BUDDY
GUY’S
LEGENDS 754
S. Wabash.
Very
enjoyable -
both the beer
and the




After this it was
back to the hostel
for some much-
needed sleep
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Our day started

e

o) r/m_.FLl‘LJi_' i

-t with |
4 complimentary |
breakfast at the
hostel before |
going back to
= T —~O’Hare to get
¥ —Ling v the' rén1 car










ch'in

Milwauke
S with o
§ SuAnne, R

' & J’s niece
and her son

Gus *




Bl = We were quickly

running out of towns
= " in Wisconsin to drink
.= a beer - to add the
o am state to our list... We
 found this cozy place
in Peshtigo, WLI. Ed
asked for a “local”
beer. We got Bud.
The TV had John
Wayne movies on.
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e

= _ Got to Manistique, Ml where we found a
\ _cheap room and came back up the hlghway

to this BIG BOY smargasbord for a good
dipner. Beer & laughs were still ahead
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Beer at
Marley’s



Beer was cold, as was the air temp up here. A local

guy sold us raffle tickets to benefit a sick person.

While talking, i(Thlm, Ed accldentally picks up the

guy’s beer whicl ;

drinking |t.v
[

-
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Our day began
on this route.
Many signs for ...
“pasty’s” some 7
kind of stew-

filled taco

St James
O

~

Bay Shore
© 2008 MapQuest Inc. /

L . .

_Epoufette

Cross Village
(}

|
} -

& B

Strongs
:Streng

Trout Lake
o)

Qzark
&

Petosli ey

o

Carp Lake
p Lake 2%

[ = 114 km
U%J_ 3 mi
Brimley
Raco ¢ -
e
HE
Rudyiard
Fibre O
O
Hess
Moran
o

Vs lgnace

-

.~ Mackinac Isl,

- Mackinaw City OPC

phiss Levering & €h
O ) ' -
A
! (27)
cGOOd plaes (“)Pellston =\
' Aloh
Rleasant View<> Brutus  a=s %
(119 | @ i
Harbor Springs, _ Burtlgke S
O g

ol
<>Eps:lon Indian River

31)" Map Data © 2008 MapQuest Inc. or. AND






We considered driving on Mackinac Bridge to
Mackinaw City, or Mackinac Island, but we had a
ferry reservation and Soo locks before that. Time
was short.




St. Ignace, Ml. We were
about to Canada
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The Soo
Locks in
Saulte Ste.
Marie in
Michigan and
Ontario.
These locks
connect
Lake
Superior to
the lower
Great Lakes.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Soo_Locks-Sault-Ste_Marie.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Soo_Locks-Sault-Ste_Marie.png
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We crossed the border into
Canada at exactly 1 p.m. on 7-
9-08. First time in our young
52-year histories.
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Had to make tracks..
speed limit was slower than we
hoped.

ELLIOT LAKE 86
SRR

BLIND RIVER 24
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.. And the
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With less than 3 minutes to spare we boarded last
run of the day (6pm) for the hour and 45 minute ride
on the M.S. Chi-Cheemaun (Big Canoe) at South
Baymouth headed for Tobermory. This modern
vessel has all the GPS navigation systems, unlike the
early days of the ferry line when it said that fog
bound captains would locate land by the smell of
balsam fir and cedar trees.
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Down in the
belly of the
vessel by the
car just before
arriving at
Tobermory



About to arrive
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We arrivedin Owen Soundiat about dusks;
found archeaprhotely then gotidirections to
Shorty'siforbeerrandiargood; sqguare meai:




Our first
beer of the
day at
Shorty’s
before our
I EELS
were
served

’ }‘ R Y LR




s+ = We walked from

‘A% Shorty’s two blocks to

¥ Jason’s for a

% 2 “nachtbier” or two.

il This was going to be
bizarre. When we
arrived, the two
barmaids were out on
this step having a
smoke. They started
back in when we
walked up. Not seeing
us, they slammed the
door on Rob, then
apologized profusely.
All was forgiven with a
free beer.




These ladies
were
interesting, as
were some of
the other bar
patrons. We

. | added an

American
touch to the
atmosphere.



il =/ I.'S,

Con | ,_ /
the “beer bitch” fund ;

W I
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Ty Kinda fun visiting with people you
[T . know you’ll never see again. Some

28 |
—‘L__‘}:]l?] . interesting folks out there




Then it |
happened. It /|
began with a .~
burning smell,
then smoke
began co [
out of the Ilght
fixtures above
the bar. We
finished our
beer and headed
outside before .. =
the fire dept
arrived and

moved everyone

to the patio
outside
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We decided it was time to walk to
A the car and head to the room. We

walked by the patio and bid

farewell to the bar evacuees
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Quick picture of Shorty’s where we ate dinner
earlier. We had parked across the street. That
ends day 3



Day 4, 7\10\08

We left the Pinecrest Motel and ate a hearty
- breakfast at a nearby cafe before continuing south.
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Everybody should
see Niagara Falls at
least once. The
sheer force of the
water is amazing.
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Eye bleach!
Quickly!!

Reminds |

me of girl
we saw at /}
beergarde v

n Munich.'
See inset’,
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MAID OF THE MIST cruise was an up-close
experience with Niagara Falls
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Enjoying a
warm

some COWS
ice cream and
people-
watching.
Pretty
interesting.
Next stop,
back in the
USA!




Entry back into the USA at Buffalo, NY. Since
we’ve had a beer in NY, we figured we’d stop
where we hadn’t had one: Pennsylvania. Erie

looked as good a place as any.
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NEW YORK
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Just so happened
to be a street fair
in Erie
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It was dark by the time we left

Erie. Got gas and decided to at
least get into Ohio for the night. Lowrence Park

Got off the 1-90 at Conneaut and Erie_‘_,_.f?
went to North ngswlle looking B T
for a mom/pop motel and a dive W=
bar. We succeeded on both “ 5/
attempts. | A
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were Not

% In Trouble
B Until we Hear
A The BanjoS

So we arrive in North
Kingsville about 10 pm.
Check into the Hollywood
Motel, then go down the road
to the Breezy Inn - a hoppin
dive bar that was pretty
crowded. We sat at the bar.
Someone’s keys were at the
empty spot next to Rob. The
guy came back and
introduced himself to us. His
name was “Bear” because he
“almost” played for the
Chicago Bears. This guy
was a piece of work for sure.
We drank a few and headed
back to the room.


http://www.cafepress.com/divebargraphics.259919563
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Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame
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HISTORIFAL
MARKER

BIRTHPLACE OF
ROEK ‘N ROLL

When radio station WJW disc jockey Alan Freed ¢1921-1965) used
the term “rock and roll to describe the uptempo black rhythm
and blues records he played beginning in 1951, he named a new
genre of popular music ghat appealed to audiences on both sides
o 195@s American raci boundaries — and dominated American
culture for the rest offthe 20th century. dhe popularity of
breedss nightly ““Moon Wog House Rock and Roll Party " radio
show encotraged him to organize the Moondog coronation Ball—
the firsg rock concert. Held at the Cleveland Arena on March 2I,
1952, the oversold show was beset by a riot during the
first set. Ereed, a charter inductee into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Eame, moved to WINS in New York City in 1954 and continued
to. promote rock music through radio, television. movies,
and live performances.

THE OHIO BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
THEROCK: AIND IROLL HALL OF! EAME
EHENONION IS FORICAESSOCIERY
2003 46~18
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CedarPoint

Cedar Point is a 364-acre (1.47 km?) amusement park located in
Sandusky, Ohio, on a narrow peninsula jutting into Lake Erie. It
currently holds the world record for most roller coasters (17), one of
which, Top Thrill Dragster, is the world's second tallest and second
fastest roller coaster, reaching speeds of 120 mph (190 km/h) and a
height of 420 feet (130 m). Cedar Point is also the only amusement park
with four roller coasters that are taller than 200 feet (61 m). As of 2008,
Cedar Point has more rides (75) than any other amusement park. It also
has a mile-long white sand beach, an outdoor water park (Soak City), an
Indoor waterpark and hotel (Castaway Bay), two marinas, several hotels,
and Challenge Park, which features attractions such as go-karts and
miniature golf. Known as "America's Roller Coast", Cedar Point has
been voted "Best Amusement Park in the World" by Amusement Today
for the past eleven years.
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Here is some of our dialogue after coming off a
level “5” coaster:

Rob: That was awesome! How’d you like it?
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nough courage to do the Top
Thrill Dragster the wait time
was 1 hour, 45 minutes. This
37 second ride goes to 120
mph in 4 seconds, and is 420’
tall. We opted to leave at 4
p-m. and get on into Indiana.
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Near the Ohio-Indiana
state line. Interesting
but blurry sunset as
we traveled 70 mph.




' WE found this lovely place: 9725 US Hwy
20 W, Angola, IN. H::/pjzza,-evhl’beer. Was
g We sat at a table near the end of the
' b ere another “looney tunes”
character like “Bear” was. Asked us if we
were a “cdo):ﬁle.” We assured him we were
(3

just friends. He also mumbled about his
brokeh leg and not hurting any kids
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verything in the room mus-

ave plugged into this

axtension cord. No, no fire
azard. It rained really hard
ere overnight.
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Had the afternoon and evening in Chicago. Went to
the pier, rode the bhig ferris wheel, just goofed around
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Had to make a token
stop at Wrigley Field.
A Cubs game
finished a few hours
before we got there.
Bars were packed,







As a kid, Rob would listen to
baseball on his transistor
radio. At that time Harry was
in his 25-year tenure in
broadcasting for the
Cardinals. Then he finished
his career with the Cubs.
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“AN ABSOLUTELY
ECSTATIC EXPERIENCE"

— USA Today
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Photo ops
with the
crowd




Final night of
the trip beers
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We returned quite late
to the hostel. We found
that our room of 6 was
suppose to be for guys,
but they had accidently
booked some women in
it. One lady in
particular was not LR ¥
happy until we left. Rob F's=s&ss
got put in one room
with other guys, Ed in a
room with a German
mother & son. Made for
interesting story telling
the next morning.




Ed’s
German
room
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Not knowing when Ed was getting up and over to ™=
breakfast, Rob went on a Sunday morning walk
an}d snapped a few final photos.
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Other trips these guys have made

NI P

Euro 07 including Dublin

and Prague and others

Don’t forget the city dump (above)
and numerous guy trips to Medina,
TX :
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